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Works and Writings.

The declaration of Trust dated 26-11-1929 does not assipgn
the copy-right in Gandhiji'e writings. ;t only declares the objects of
the trust,.

The will dated 8-6~1937 appoints Harijanm Seva (Seva is, 1
think, @ mistake for Sevak) Sanghy =--- Gandhiji's heir. By the language
u;od, the Sengh is constituted the socle heir of all Gandhiji's preperty, ‘
moveable or immeveable.

A copy of another will supposed to be dated 19-2-1940 has been
shown to me. I have no d;tinito inf ion whether this will has been

&\

duly executed that is to ny.&ed and attested as required by law,

\v

If it is not duly oxoeut@)\/it is inoperative. If it is @ duly executed

willy it revokes t?%revionn 'ﬁn. Under the second will, Revsjivan Trust
as defined in the declaretion of Trust dated 26-11-1929 is appointed sole

heir of al}. Gandhiji's property, moveable =es well ag imuoveable including
the eopyright in his works, articles etcsy published or unpublished.

The deed of Assignment dated 25-7-1944 validly assigns to the
Trustees of the Navejivan Trust f'nu the copyrights and all othet’right.
throumut the world (including rights of trenslation, abridgement ste)
in all his writings, articles etcs in the Jo-uynal., bocks pamphlets ete.
printed or to be printed and published and/or te be published by or

under the authority of or for and om belmlf of the said xavajivern Trust".



The documents alse provides that "the Assigner doth hereby agree
and confirm that the Trustees are and shall be entitled to and
have and shall have all copyrights and other rights in all his
writings articles bocks and booklets to be writt;n and/er to be
published hereafter”s. This documents effectively assigns the .
copyright in 2ll Gandhiji's writings till thken printed published
er ready for printing and publication. The second part crestes
an-oquitablo assignment of future writings etce Such an equitable

assignment is valid end can be enforced.

In my opinion the @ef Agsigrment dated Z5-7-1944

Q -

(=

would cover copyright iné:}}andhiji‘ 8 writings except prpvate

\v

cerrespendence and(} \(writinga not intended for publication.
The intention g?%zheaning of the operative part of the Leed of
Assignment is te assign the copyri.ght in all writings intended for

' used
publications In my opinion, the languags/will will not cover
private correspondence and other writings not intended for publication.
The copy} right in such private correspondence and other writings will
belong to the Navajivan Trust if the second will is validly executed
end failing that, it will belong to the Harijam Sevak Sangh under

the will dated 8-6-1937,

Dated this‘w day of March 1948,

EE AR DA Tty T B
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME I, BAL -
GAI\;%DHAR KEER, NO'ITARY PUBLIC, duly authorised, admitted
and sworn residing ahd practising at Bombay in the Empire
of India Do HEREBY CERTIFY that I wes present at Panchgani
on the 25th day of July 1944 and thet MOHANDAS KARAUCHAND
CANDHI (generally known as mahatma Gandhi) the person named
in the Assignment dated the 25th day of July 1944 from
lohendas Karemchand uéﬁdhi to Sardar Vallabhbhai fatel he rsto
annexed and marked ";A" ang:)@m I personall‘y know, did ackno=
wiadga to me of his @1\g duly signed, ‘sealed an§ delivered
the said assig&@gam the same 2s his act and deed delivered
in thé p@hca of Pyarslal, Private Secretary to Mahatume
Gandhi and that the said Pyarelal also’did acknowledge to me-
that the said Mahatma tandhi did sign, ssal and deliver as his
ect and deed, the said Deed' of Assignmente AND the said mghatm&
Gandhi did acknowledge to me his signature subscribed by him
as the executing party and the said Pyarslal acknowladged ‘to
me his signature subscribed by him as the attesting witness
thereta and 1 FURTHER CERTIFY that I algo know and am acquainted

with the handwriting of Mahatm@ Gandhi and the said Pyarelal

and that the name and signature "MeKeGandhi” set and subscribed



said HMohandas Karamchand Gandhi and thet the name and signature
"PYARELALY sst and subscribed as the name of the witness

attesting the due execution thereof is of the proper hand-

5

writing of Pyarelal the subscribing witness thereto.

IN FAITH AND TESTIMONY WHEREOF I THE SAID
NOTARY, havs hereunto set and subscribed
my name and affixed my seal of office at
Bombay aforesaid this 27 day of July one

thousand nine

/

Sde oG.KhGI‘)

Nota Public
%MBAY.

red and forty fours

——
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GENERaL STAEP OFFICE:
Bombay, 221d July 1944.

RECBIVED from Messrse li.BeChotiia
and Co. Solicitors, Bombay, stamp
duty Rupess (0-12-0) nil and annas
twelve onlye :

CERTIFIZD under ssction 32 of Act
Noe II of 1899 that the full stamp
duty Rupees (0-12-0) nil and annas
twelve only, with whichthis instru=-
mont in chargeabls has been paid.

Sd. ‘A’
BeGeKo 27=7=44 Sde Collector.

Adjudication fee Rupees 5/= paid.

THIS INDENTURE made at Panchgani this 25th day of

J‘uly One thousand nine hund@ and forty=four, Betwe,an M OHANDAS
KARAMCHAND GANDHI Hin@lsm\habitant c_)f Sevagram, Wardha, aged
about 75 at pr?:$;;“§esiding at Panchgani hefeinafter called
"The Ass@g}(which expression shall, unless it be repugnant

to the meaning or context thereof, include his heirs, executors

and administrators) of the one part and SARDAR VALLABHBHAT

JHAVERBHAI PATEL and NARHARI DWARKADAS PARIKH, aged respectively
about 69 anc\l 53, both Hindu Inhabitants of Ahmedabad, the present
Trustess under the Declaration of Trust dated 26th November 1929
hersafter referred to hersafter called the "Trustess™ 'which
expression shall, wnless it is repungdant -to the meaning or
context thereof, include the survivor of them and their or his
heirs, executors, administrators and assigns and other the

Trustses or Trustes, for the time being as per the said instrument



other parte

WHEREAS, with & view to serve fbhe public, the Assignor
and. otbars, forming & group of public workers started in Ahmeda bad
a Printing Press, lmown as the "Nava jivan Mudranalaya" and acquirad
211 rights from their former proprietors in the journals, "The
Navajivan® and "Young lndia", and £ha said group of workers thus
established the Printing Press and the journals as 2n Institution
for public service, which started and conducted in course of time,
further journals kn-own as the "Hindi Navajivan", the "Harijan",
the "Harijan Sevak", tK\Qrijan Bandhu", etcs, and also a

O

publishing housg\g}%ﬁ ag "Navajivan Pxﬁkas}1?.n dandir", all of

which (the i@;:s, the journals and the Publishing House) were

collectively called the Navajivan lnstitution (Sanstha) i.es Truste
;ANTP WHEFEAS, the said journals and other publications

in the form of bocks, pamphlets stc.. prigﬁsd condusted and

published by or under the autho.rity of or in the name of the said

Navajivan Trust (whether mentioned as the Navajivan Nudranalaya

or the Navajivan Prekashan Mandir Navajivan Karyalaya or otherwise)

and all the copy-rights (including rights of trénslation, abrid-

gemsnt, etcs) in all and every writing published therein were Ab

Initio and have always continued to be of the proprietorship of

+the an3d Vavs 13van TPwmiat e



AND WHEREAS, all the proprietors and rights as afore=
said, of the said Navajivan Trust were acquired and maintained
in the name of some one of the Assignor's colleaguess;

AND WHEREAS, the Assignor was only & Trustes in respect
of all the property and rights (including the 00p¥-right in all
the writings whether written by the Assignor or others published
in the journals and other publications; owned, conducted and/or
- published by the Navajivan Trust as aforesaid) vested &b In:'i.tio
and have continued to vest 12::)& said Trust,

&\

AND ‘VH:WEAS,é‘bb numerous writings articles, books,

\v

pamphlets stce, \én by the Assignor from time to time and
published lvs%e ‘said Navajivan Trusi or Navajivan Prajk;.shan mandir
or the Navajivan Hulranglaya {Press) or the Navaj;lvan Keryalaya in
the journals or in form of books, pzmphlets or otherwise were so
written for and on beshalf of the said Navajivan '1'z:uat i.8s Navajivan
Press or Navajivan Prekashen Mandir or Navajivan Karyalaya;

AND WHEREAS, the Assignor being only & Trustes in respect
of all the propefties and rights as aforesaid, made & declaration
Qf Trust by a foﬁna-l document dated 26th of wovember 1929 and

registered with the Sub-Registrar of Ahmedabad under serial N0.4904

of Book Noe 1 on 27th Novembsr 19293
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AND WHEREAS, therefors the Assignor wishes to execute

this deed ex majori cautels, without any consideration and for.
the sols purposs of perfecting and confimming the title of the
Trustass, if there be any legal flaw or necessity of a legal
deed of Assignment, for thg legal title of the ‘l‘rusteaé to the
copy-rights as aforesaid,

AND WHEIREAS, for the purposes of stamp duty the rights,
if any of the assignor hereby intended to be assigned are valued
at Re.l/-

NOW T@IND?NTUWQS_EEE that in pursuance of the
promises, the Assié, 28 trustee and legal owner hersby
confirms haz}j(ﬁ\lssigned and doth hereby assign unto the said
Truste%gﬁll the copy-rights and all other rights throughout
the world (including rights of translation, abridgement etc.)
in all his writings, articles, stce.. in the journals, books,
pamphletis stc, - printéd or to be printed and published and/or
to be published by or under the authority of or for and on
behelf of the said Navajivan Trust, And the Assignor doth hersby
agree and confirm that the Trustess are and shall be entitled
to and have and shall have all copy rights and other rights in
@31 his writings, articles, books and booklets to be written
and/or to be published hersafter, for the purposs mentioned in

the said Declaration‘ of Trust dated 26th Novembsr 1929 and



that the Trustees shall be entitled to take sucﬁ steps as
théy may consider necessary or proper in respect of any past,
present or future infringement of such copy-rights and other
rights.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Assignor hath heresunto sat
his hand. and seal the 25th day and year first herein above

writtene

S Bl : s
. W@/\/W%/ 4

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVE é {

by the withinnamed MOHJ@

KARAMCHAND GANDHI in t

presence Of 00000000 phodoss
? Y ,/m/“Qf’

Sde Py‘ar@\y

&

Sd. M.K.Gandhi



DAT=D THIS 25TH DAY oF JULY 1944,

-

ZORAEDAS KanANCHAED GANDEYX

TEL
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SATDE? VALLABHBHAT JBAVERBHAY PA
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